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What does it all mean?

As a finance guru, I would bet that everyday data 
discovery revs you up. V-lookups, pivot tables, 
analyzing – you have a real talent for turning numbers 
into information and guiding the business to make 
important decisions with confidence and ease.

But as much as it may excite you, it’s not so quick 
and easy to do this these days in spreadsheets. It’s 
not rare for you and your team to spend hours nose 
deep in a spreadsheet trying to keep a pulse on the 
past, present, and future of the business.

If this is your thing, that’s cool. We are finance 
professionals here, too. And as masters of Excel, we 

know it feels good to string raw data into gold. But 
the problem arises when we assume that the rest 
of the business feels the same way about data, and 
can look at a spreadsheet or a financial report and 
understand it the same way our brains do. 

This ebook explores the harsh truth of how the 
business really interacts with the financial reports 
you are providing them. Financial reports are often 
without context, difficult to consume, and often pose 
more questions than they answer. If you want to 
change the outcome, below are three ways to boost 
your financial reporting game.
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From a biological standpoint, the visual cortex saves lives. It enables us to see 
what’s in front of us instantly, so we can react to it – i.e. a predator in the wild. 

Processing data, on the other hand, requires a completely different part of your brain. 
Raw data is handled by the cerebral cortex, the “grey matter” that makes up the outer 
layer of your brain. Seeing these numbers is an instant reaction, but making sense of 
that data takes conscious thought - which takes a bit longer.

So with this logic, you can see why a financial report is not always the best way to 
display information to business users. The brain inherently finds it easier to assimilate 
images than plain data or text.

Most people understand things visually, 

faster. The image coming through your 

eyes is processed through your visual 

cortex located at the back of your brain, 

which has evolved over time to process 

information very quickly.

Visualize it
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+      =



04insightsoftware.com
3 Ways to Boost your Financial Reporting

VISUALIZE IT

Showing financial reporting information visually 

enables leaders to make faster decisions. As a 

result, they are less likely to turn back to you with 

questions on data – ultimately providing more 

value to the business and freeing up your time.

Which option makes it easier for a c-level 
executive to make a fast decision??

This concept has spurred a market 
of data visualization tools that 
make complicated, detailed data 
easier to digest. 

Seeing actually is believing. Take these examples:
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And even then, data is really only one third of the 
information equation. Processes and people are equally 
important, but often not captured in our critical business 

systems. Much of the value of our data 
comes from its context – what people 
know about the data and what they can 
explain to others.

Have you heard of the concept of 
storytelling? It’s a topic sales people 
use to help relate to prospects, 
and marketing uses it to associate 
their message with something 
that resonates with people. But  
storytelling is just as important with data.

When the people who know the story behind the 
information can contribute to the conversation, 
it adds a richness and gives it more impact. 
That’s why features like collaboration, social, 
and sharing are becoming even more important 
in today’s dynamic business world. When 
context and communication exists throughout 
the information sharing processes, data comes 
to life.

Although we have faith in the ability 

of our ERP to collect our transactional 

business data, the truth of the matter 

is that it cannot collect absolutely 

everything. Data exists in many forms – 

often in outside systems, spreadsheets, 

and even inside our brilliant heads.

Give it context
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GIVE IT CONTEXT

Take a look at the following scenarios to get a glimpse of how context 
can reduce the time it takes for an executive to see the full picture.

“Organizations 
that integrate 

collaboration into 
their reporting 

process are 2 times 
more likely to be 

successful.”

– gartner.com

NO COLLABORATION COLLABORATION



Do it quickly
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Informed decisions increase business performance.

But a recent statistic from IBM found that one in three business leaders no 
longer trust the information they use to make decisions. Confidence in 
information is essential to driving strategy and growth fast.

As your organization grows, so does the financial data that needs to be 
aggregated. And it’s not even just finance. Departments all across the business 
collect data in spreadsheets and other offline systems. Integrating all this 
information together in real-time is vital for creating one system that everyone 
can use.

But integrating is only part of the solution. Businesses need the technology to 
be able to handle the growing number of volume, and be able to process it in 
both summary and transactional form. Users at every level should be able to drill 
into the report in real-time – right down to the source. This level of investigation 
increases confidence in the information business leaders are looking at, and 
helps them answer their own questions quickly. This increases the value you 
and your finance team can bring to the table.

Method #3



The business relies on finance to provide it with 
the information it needs to make smart, fast 
decisions to drive performance. But you know 
more than most that finance can get bogged 
down in stale data, formatting, and fielding 
questions from other departments.

Hubble makes it simple for finance to do their job. 
With a real-time connection to the true source, 
the ERP, Hubble data is always live. So financial 
reports can be created and viewed, whenever 
they are needed. All the functionality you love 
in excel is built right into Hubble, and context 
and communication exists throughout the 
whole process.  It’s easy to create visualizations, 

metrics, KPIs and dashboards so the business 
consumer sees the information in a way that 
makes the most sense to them. With this level 
of flexibility and access to data, finance can 
serve up financial information that creates killer 
business performance.

Learn more at gohubble.com

Measure what Matters with Hubble

NOW WHAT? HOW TO FIND A REPORTING SOLUTION THAT WORKS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Hubble® is an integrated suite of performance management apps from insightsoftware.com. It offers reporting, analytics and planning in a single real-time 
solution that fully understands your ERP. Hubble integrates your critical business systems so users at all levels have access to live data—extraordinarily fast. 
With this type of visibility, everyone can easily understand, manage and predict the business.
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